
 

 

 
 
Meeting Notes March 2022 
Items that were discussed at our public meeting 
Location: Public Hall, (THE EMILY HOBHOUSE ROOM). 
Date:  Wednesday 9th March 2022 at 7.30  

 
 

1        Welcome 
 
David Ambler in the Chair welcomed attendees to The Emily Hobhouse Room. 

 
The Chair proposed a minute’s silence to remember the difficult times in Ukraine and affirm 
belief in the cause of freedom and democracy 
 
2 Declarations of interest 
 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 
3 Last time 
 
Minutes of the last meeting were agreed and PASSED.  
 
4  Liskeard Library Update 
 
Lindsay Hall RIO gave a brief progress update on the current scheme for the library. Although 
COVID had impacted on their timescales, interviews were taking place to employ a site 
manager to oversee and manage the refurbishment and development of the renovation, and 
RIO are looking to employ local Cornwall or Devon building contractors to complete the works. 
She considered that by autumn the library would reopen. 
 
Following questions she advised that funding had been secured from a Architectural Heritage 
Fund grant, Cornwall Council and various Town Deals. 
 
Plans of the project were available online and on the library notice board and a hard hat tour 
was planned. 
 
Windows and slates would be checked. Paying attention to the nesting sparrows that were 
present. 
 
The reason for the 3 year time frame was partly due to COVID and also  the lack of response to  
tendering for a construction company, hence the decision to employ a site manager and procure 
local tradesmen. 
 
  
5 Regeneration of Liskeard and Cattle Market Overview 
 



 

 

Councillor Craker gave a brief update on the progress of the Worksheds which will house 
flexible units for small creative businesses and is only 3 weeks behind schedule so should be 
ready by late summer. Digital workspace will be available to rent and will be in high demand.  
 
Cornwall Council will amalgamate services currently scattered around Liskeard into one central 
unit to include regulated services, job centre, family services, contact centre and adult day care. 
Disabled parking for the Doctors surgery would be included although public parking may be 
reduced as bays are enlarged. Once planning applications have been approved plans for the 
remaining available land will be discussed.  
 
Following questions Councillor Craker advised that:- 
 
• The spare plot of land shown on the plans was not for sale 
• Coronation Hall was a condemned building and its future is under consideration. 
• In response to concerns that the Cattle Market complex would have a negative impact on the 

town centre he confirmed that there was a study planned to highlight any connectivity issues 
• A question was asked about using the empty buildings in the town, to fulfill some of the 

aspirations on the cattle market. 
 
Lin Moore - LTA spoke passionately for the need to attract visitors to the town. She circulated 
photos of the main street bursting with displays of flowers taken 10 years ago compared with 
recent photos of ‘for sale’ signs and bland shops. She shared her ideas for a wrought iron 
archway along Fore Street which could include hanging baskets. This would link in with the 
plans for the Queens’s Platinum Jubilee in June. 
 
In response to the Chair’s question as to how the Forum could help she had need of a structural 
engineer and architect plus support for CC. 
 
The answer to the ongoing problem of empty shops was not to convert the ground floor to flats 
as this only encouraged anti-social behavior and did not encourage more visitors. 
 
Due to a potential conflict of interest with the subject of the discussion the Vice chair 
assumed the Chair for remainder of this item. 
 
On a more positive note the belief that Liskeard had a lot to offer such as many independent 
shops, 3 dentists, 2 doctors’ surgeries several banks and a railway station should not be 
forgotten.  
 
Alan Hartridge proposed an ACTION to consult CC to revise the parking fees as a means of 
encouraging more visitors to the town. 
 
All AGREED with a report to a future meeting. 
 
Alan Hartridge proposed an ACTION to discuss the plans for the archway with the Town 
Council. 
 
All AGREED. 
 
6 Road Safety Around Liskeard 
 
A trader in Barn Street described the recent accident involving a bus and the frontage of her 
shop which could have resulted in a a more serious outcome if pedestrians had been involved.  



 

 

Councillor Craker confirmed that Liskeard was a central link to a significant number of 
catchment areas so the number of buses was high but he considered the bus depot an asset to 
Liskeard to attract footfall.  
Active Transport funding of £50,000 was available to improve public transport infrastructure 
within the town, redeveloping bus stops on Barras Street.  
 
Alan Hartridge - Vice Chair PROPOSED that Councillor Craker revisit the plans to relocate the 
bus station and also consider options for traffic calming on key routes (Station Road, New 
Road, Dean Street, Plymouth Road and Charter Way) 
 
 All in AGREEMENT. 
 
 Following a suggestion to display posters highlighting Liskeard at the railway station for the 
benefit of passengers as they arrive at the station was considered a good idea although this had 
previously been raised by the Traders Association together with helpful signage into the town. 
 
7 Cash - maintaining its use around Liskeard 
 
It was agreed that this item be deferred to the next meeting on 18th May 2022. 
  
 
8  Correspondence 
 
 Community Network Panel Meeting - next meeting 6th June 2022. 
 
9 Updates on Previous Projects 
 
• A feasibility study into options for the steps between Old Road to New Road were hopefully 

going to commence in this financial year. 
• The Chair had plans to involve the school in producing bee hotels and bird boxes during the 

summer term for location around the town. 
• Liskeard Town Council had agreed to investigate the reintroduction of water to the Parade 

water fountain, and also look into water refill stations.   The Liskeard Town Forum will continue 
to support this project. 

 
 
10 Planning Matters 
 
 Update from Vice Chair. 
 
• East Liskeard  

1.Who governs what and comments on planning applications under review as Parish boundary 
changes in the Tencreek Farm (premier Inn) and retail park area (Costa coffee and B&M store) 
were part of public consultation by CC with a final decision later in the year.  

Planning permission was granted over 5yrs ago for 275 dwellings as part of a mixed-use urban 
extension at Tencreek Farm with community benefits as well as dwellings. This promised 
development has still not happened. There has only been several enquiries from speculators 
about piecemeal residential development.  

2.Concerns about housebuilding progress at Maudlin Farm (East Liskeard) where a private 
developer went bust and Cornwall Council then took on the development but delays were 



 

 

expected as their contractor Midas Homes filed for administration and made workers redundant 
(300 in total across various projects)  

• West of Liskeard 
Cornwall Council was considering a proposal to build a solar farm rows of PV metal  

framed panels on 5 acres of agricultural land at Connan Bridge Landfill Site  

We still see applications for development in flood zones. At Moorswater next to Council depot a 
disused builders yard was suggested for a dwelling . It is close to the East Looe river and the 
builder has been advised that it would add to risks to life caused by flooding (same in respect of 
20 holiday lodges at Notter Bridge Park)  

• Southern Liskeard ’ 

Proposal to demolish the Station Road enterprise centre and rather than replace the buildings 
with modern enterprise units to reinforce the message that the town is a place for employment 
investment it is to build 9 market houses.  

     
The Forum has also given support in the past for the residents of Trivillis Park objecting in 
appeal case for 4 dwellings on the hillside outside the edge of Liskeard that would have been 
visible to trains approaching the station. (Appeal dismissed).A developer has submitted a 
application for a 1.5 storey house which is reported to be the sixth set of plans for residential 
development on the site,  

• Northern Liskeard  

Residents of Endsleigh Terrace failed to buy a wildlife habitat area close to their property and 
the secondary school and despite a temporary TPO were concerned about a developer felling 
trees in in an attempt to make it suitable for some housing. This concern also shared by the 
Liskeard School and Community college. 

He encouraged forum members to make contact with the CC planning department and the local 
councillor with any planning views.  

The issue of the large red bins situated precariously beside the The Himalayan Spice restaurant 
was raised by a forum member with a view to placing them in safe housing.  

 ———————————————————————————————————— 
 

11 Stay Connected  
 

If you need to speak to any of the management committee, you can contact us here:  
 

 Telephone  01579-345407 
 Email   Info@liskeardforum.org.uk 
 Web    www.liskeardforum.org.uk  
 
12 Apologies 
 
Local Neighbourhood Police Team 
Cllr Pascoe 
Sue Jewell 
Cllr Whitty 



 

 

Alex Lingard - Head Teacher Liskeard School 
 
13 Attendees 
 
Chair    David Ambler 
Vice Chair  Alan Hartridge 
Secretary  Steve Vinson 
Minute Taker  Wendy Parry 
 
Members of the Public 
 
Nick Craker CC 
Lin Moore- LTA 
Wendy & John Dowse - residents 
Sean Hartley - resident 
David Braithwaite - resident 
Maureen Smith - LTA 
Sandra Bradwell - resident 
Tina Mollord - rewsident 
Martin Bell - resident 
Richard Dorling - resident 
Hazel Morrish - resident 
Andrew Morrish - resident 
Rob & Lisa Kernaghan - residents 
Adam & Lisa Strutt - residens 
Lynne & Jeff Butel - residents 
Lois Taylor - resident 
David Polglase - resident 
Brian Oldham - resident 
Michelle Franks 0 resident 
Pip Harris - resident 
Louise Skipper - resident 
Lori Reid  - LTC 
Maureen Smith - LTA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


